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Location & Extent | \ ‘

* The Thar Desert, or the Great Indian Desert, Is an arid region of
rolling sand hills on the Indian subcontinent.

. R ASd, I e Ef2ga 2318l Bl ST 8, HRA™ 3UHEIEIT # el
3T ¥d & el aTelT YF &7 ¢

* It spreads over ~200,000 sq km in northwestern India (in
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana) and parts of
southeastern Pakistan (Sindh and Punjab provinces).

+ g TP 2,00,000 Tt fbHl &F A IwR-9fFH URA (I5RAH, ‘%',_EIWL
Ysire 3R eRamom) dr f@or-gdf aifevar (R 31k 974 9id) & 36
HPT § Sl g3 &l

>  Boundaries / {0 ;

» West: Indus River plains/ af3: f&e] 9t & AgH

> North & Northeast: Punjab Plain/ 3% Ud 3t3-d: 4T &I HaH
» Southeast: Aravalli Range/ &faivl-qd: 3RTdcil GddHTAT

e South: Rann of Kachchh / &f&0T: &< &1 307

A .

O .




* Hot & arid climate with daytime temperatures rising above 50 °C, and
sharp drops at night. / 3T Ud 3[sb STeldrg, fS1@H &7 &1 a19m[ 50 °C & W
s Ugd SITdT & 3R Id A dI9dHHE dsft A PR S &l

 Rainfall is extremely low and erratic (ma'Eority of the region receives <

50 mm annually)./HGIfHRiHEI?HBﬁ'\’ ﬁ?ﬁ%(ﬂﬂ%iﬁfﬂﬂ?lﬂﬂﬁ
arfifes quf 50 A oft B9 &t )

The terrain includes: / 39 &3 &t -3 e faAuamw anfia g:

* Rolling sand dunes (up to ~200 m high),

o TIERER ¥d & dId (PTAT 200 Hie? d& ),

» Rocky outcrops, / 9l 3WR,

- Salt flats & large flat plains. / @aufla #aM vd fawga Tda AqH|
* These features make the Thar unique among world deserts.

o Y fAATAIV AR ASRAA Bl Ay &b 37 A5l A fafAe g1 8

* Key river: Luni River (flows to Rann of Kutch)

» T AGY: FOft 7Y (H6 & 01 HI 3R T&dl 8)
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Landscapes of the Thar Desert:
A Physiographic Overview

The Aravalli Range

This mountain range acts as a

DOMINANT SAND DUNES critical barrier, stopping the

desert's eastward spread.

BARCHAN DUNES
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HAMADAS & ,ﬁ_“ ‘
SANDY PLAINS g

(Rocky Surface) B R » 4 &, SALINE SALT LAKES N
g - Significant salt lakes, such as

A ¥ Lake Sambhar, are found within
a SANDY PLAIN the desert’s depressions.
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Physiography & Landforms

P _ g == Aravalli Range
Longitudinal Dunes S g, s T

Ol - - .3
» 4 B . . -
- : >y - . o
‘ ~ . - “\ - ‘ - "@!‘ “ .
O - — "5- -
:_m e " P Ty .

T— —..

S -t o .
e s il

- S -
-

-




oils of the Thar are / 4R

Desertic, Red desertic, Sierozems, Red & yellow, Saline,

Lithosols, Regosols /| HSE A, dld ASled, fAuRls,
oIt Ud diedl, eraufie, fereiaied, e

Generally coarse-textured, well-drained and calcareous,
Influencing vegetation and land use patterns.

amad: 3 fAfgar A Hoif arefl, STa-Ae™ areft da
BRI &l Eﬁawﬁrﬁﬂlﬁmﬁmaﬁ
guTfad &l el




Biodiversit

Despite harsh conditions, the Thar supports rich flora and fauna: / B IRRATAAT & d1d31g,
AR 3 G a1fa 3R Sa-5iq3i &1 awel &3l ¢l

Fauna includes/Sitat & A E:

» Blue Bull (Nilgai) / el

» Blackbuck/ Tt fa3or

» Great Indian Bustard (GIB) / 3¢ &f2d4 d¥¢s (HgH YRdI fadik)

* Indian Gazelle (Chinkara) / YR Iaiet (RIBRT)

» Many reptiles and desert-adapted species. / 8 AU 3R ABAA & JHfcrd Yo

Protected areas:

 Desert National Park - among the largest national parks representing the Thar ecosystem /

g3lc A2Md UTdb - AR IIRRAfAD! a7 BT UfdfAfeiea H3 a1t TaA 98 PG 31 7 A vh
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Mineral Wealth & Resources

The Thar region is rich in minerals, including:
R & WS SA1eHT A A5 &, 5 onfie g
> One of India’s largest coal (lignite) reserves.

YR & JdH d8 BT (fel3rse) WSkl § A U]

» Gypsum, limestone, salt, bauxite, silica, etc.

SIS, AT IR, 0P, diavTse, RAfast 3nfe)

These resources make thea desert economicallyﬁsignificant
despite its harsh climate./ ¥ HHEH FOR STAdY & dds]g A
H5fd B e ¥ A AgcAqol §1d &l







Human Habitation & Economy

* The Thar has one of the highest population densities among deserts.

o YR AHAA fAY b ABA H A UP ¢ STal STHESAT g-cd Jad 31 21

Major livelihoods * Animal husbandry (notably camels),

IR 3TSfAbIv +  GQUTeT (A2 ®q A 3¢ urer),

* Rainfed agriculture (millets like bajra),
« gyt 3renfvd H (STRT 319 | 313T),

* Handicrafts, folk culture, and tourism.

o EXAMA, b AP 3R e

* Indira Gandhi Canal transformed parts of the desert enabling irrigation and crop

production.

»  gfeRT el TR A AHAA & FB WP Bi 95 o, AR A 3R B 3ere v g3
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Islands of India

* Island - A tract of land completely surrounded by water on all sides. It may be found in oceans,
seas, rivers, or lakes.

gIq - IRY 3R A 5Tl A FART 311 3 UPT Ig HENIPR, g, ) A1 3fiet ® qra1 311 Jabd1 &l

1 Types of Islands/gItl & YHR

1. Continental Islands/HgTgId gig

* Originally part of the mainland and separated due to rising sea levels, land subsidence, or
tectonic activity.

awwﬁwqmmﬁwaﬁ?wwaﬁ YA &9 a1 faadfAe sfafafe=n & st 31ep1 8 91U

* Generally share similar rocks and characteristics as mainland.

+ ! I 3R fAATATT g7 YAt & JAHTH giell ]

J Subtypes/39UBR:
* Individual islands/U&d gid

- Archipelago or island groups/giadqg
- Festoons / island arcs (curved chains)/%¥ / g19 919 (451 & 2IETU)




2. Oceanic Islands

Selectionway
HERIPRI . -
Never part of any continental landmass.

- BT o fbadt AgTdid - 9T &1 fam 78 32|

* Formed by undersea volcanic activity or coral build-up.

» gl fAnfor Wg & HiaR saramgE sifafafd a1 yare (SiRer) & sra 3 gidn &l

Volcanic Islands

W ﬁ'q Form by repeated volcanic eruptions on the ocean floor.

q TG dcd IR IR-aR 811 dTel AT fawbiel A §d g
Examples globally: Hawaiian Islands, Galapagos Islands.

dfY 3TERUI: &dTs GITHHE, IR GIRTgl

Coral Islands Built from coral remains and lime carbonate.

UaTed (BIRe) gig 3 ydTel 31T 3R AT B & STH1E H §1d &l

Generally low-lying, sandy islands.
3 e i 31 Yeftelt 4f aret i a8
Examples: Maldives; Lakshadweep Islands (India).

3GTERUT: ATAGIT; AAGIT gIaHg (WRd)|



Islands of India

* India has two major island groups forming a distinct physiographic division:

+ YR A & WA §IY g & o1l U fafdre Wifasws (dhiifars) faurs a91d g

1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands

3{SHM Ud APIaR divagg

* Located in the Bay of Bengal, between India and Southeast Asia.

+ g T I Wi A, WRd 31 gfAur-gd vfdrn & da f&d g

* Consists of about 836 /s/ands (only ~30 inhabited).

+  UH TP 836 GU & (fAH I 11T 30 311416 @)

* Divided into Andaman Islands (north) and Nicobar Islands (south), separated by the Ten Degree Channel.

. 3 31U §U (3W) 3R FAPlaR € (gfaron) & RS fsar s g, 5 27 f23f 39 3rem1 Sear 8

* These islands are believed to be the elevated portions of a submerged mountain chain extending from Arakan

Yoma (Myanmar) to Sumatra (Indonesia).

+ | 3T ¢ 5 3 17 U gl g8 udd Y@ & B3 UPT §, 31 3RTHH JHT (RITAR) A AT (FS1AfAT) a5 Sell g3 ¢



Islands of India

How many total islands/islets/rocky outcrops are there in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands as per the
Andaman and Nicobar Administration?

HEHIT IR ABIG TTHT & IO, HEHA IR AR v a7 # per fbaa
&7/ 3ugla/ acer eo3rer &2
(RRB NTPC Graduation CBT-01 2024)

1. 836
2.1002
3.742
4. 612

Correct Answer: 1
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Capital: Port Blair.
ST gI¢ s

h B
3
a
<

Area spans several hundred km, with dense forests and rich biodiversity.
qg A9 B8 Ul fciiHiey dd Ul g311 8, STél 9 o 3R A5 siq fafaerar urg siredt &1

Strategic location near the Malacca Strait makes it important for naval defense and trade.

Helaeh] STeTsAwAE] & I A &9 & BRUT I8 1A YA 3R AR & A0 31cid Ae«yqol gl




Main divisions inside Andaman:

e North Andaman
e Middle Andaman
e South Andaman

* Little Andaman (separated by Duncan Passage)

* These three (North-Middle-South) are often called Great Andaman.
o B dIFl (3TR-AeA-fA0T) B ATfad FU A e 3i5H Hel TdT ¢l

» Capital Port Blair lies in South Andaman.

M . Ao et i R ef@or stear A R 2

Andaman
Islands

* Terrain: Hilly, dense evergreen forests, mangroves.

* &-qu?lﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂﬁmaqaﬁ?ﬁ?hamﬁl

* Coastline: Indented with creeks, natural harbours.

M= e
Archipelago Group Ritchie’s

- Andaman Flysch Group %& Archipela?: O m: m 3‘ﬁ-\, W m ﬁ g?'ﬁl
y [ 2IN=1 °

Mithakhari Group V@ 3
ARMile Tilek Havelock

Bl Ophioiite Group stand * Strategic naval importance due to proximity to Southeast Asia sea lanes.

Andaman (|« Gf0T-qd TR & AHGT APT & Ade &1 & BRUT $HHT ARG ef® A s amie Agd gl

Sea

North

A Sentinel
B

-, /A Port Blair

93°E




Nicobar Group of Islands.(Southern Part)

“« The Nicobar Islands lie south of the Ten Dégree Channel and are closer to Indonesia than to
mainland India.

?W@Wh@m%wﬁmﬁﬁﬁésﬁ?amqﬁwﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁw
|

—— T ———— — =
——— —~— - _ — — —

* Important islands in Nicobar:

» (PR & Tq" giu:

* Great Nicobar - largest; contains Indira Point (southernmost tip of India)
o e APER - TaA 9371 §19; sUH SR dige A 8 (37 YRd &1 I gfaofl 8k 8)1
* Car Nicobar

« BR ABER

* Nancowry group (cluster of islands with natural harbours)

»  TABIAIN THE (TTPHfdb dS3al dTcd gl BT THg)|




* Less hilly, more low-lying than Andaman.

+ 3 b g1 § HH Ygral 3R 311 i< yf aren &=
* Dense tropical forests, coconut plantations.

+ fq 3wThfedefid a1 3R IRT & IPmA|

* Sparse population and restricted access.

+ HH U 3R HfAT ydern

* Very high ecological sensitivity (tsunami impact zone in 2004).

- s IIRRAfAS Tdea2Merdr (2004 B A A wanfad a=)

ITen Degree Channel - The Divider
Qe 33t 97t - fAusT® « A water channel at 10° N latitude.

+ g 10° 379N 31212l W AT v STl &
» Separates Andaman from Nicobar groups.
+ g 3iSHM 3R FABIER gIT Tl b1 31ePT Bl ¢l

* Important for navigation and geography questions.

+ g HIded 3R Pite Adeh g2l & fare agaayef 8




| |Sentinelese

Indigenous Tribal Communities ae

CESIG)

Sentinelese (

* Live on North Sentinel Island (Andaman group).

« 3 7ef Afeet g9 (3isA Wg) # ¥Eq &

» Considered one of the world’s most isolated tribes.

o 3¢ fAy H TIA 31eP1-YPT (Uhid) ST A | Uh HIAT 1T 2

* Have no contact with the outside world.

+ FABI A1 AT A BIS Fub T 2

* Hostile to outsiders; Indian government enforces a no-contact policy

.....

for their protection.

+ & qIEN @RI & Vfd AFATYUT &; 36! Yrall & foiv URA B Al-Pidae
ey Iry et 81

* Lifestyle: Hunter-gatherers, stone-age level technology.

+  SfiaTelel: fABR-TEHAl, UTII0T T ¥R HI db-ib|



» Other major tribes of Andaman:

> ST $I 31T W STTIfaa:

Great Andamanese/3Ie 3iSHHIST iy
Onge/3i3 ' Major Trlbes of Andaman

£\ ”Y_:} -.

Mes BN A:‘ ST VIR L
Jarawa/5RTdl O ; . .
These tribes are classified as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal gﬁ?? e f
NG | SIS oy
g\ 'f | ' \_ LN
Groups (PVTGs). SR s )
g STfad) &I Ay ®u F Jagaefter s W’ (PVTGs) & & A AN
fiepd fosar s 2 Frn /¥
» Tribes of Nicobar: 4
> RPIR &I sHfaar: S  Narls
Great Nicobarese Jarwa Onge

Nicobarese (relatively more assimilated, practice coconut cultivation)

AR (qeTd® w9 A 316 gaifed, TRITA B Aedt Ha &)1

Shompen (interior forests of Great Nicobar, semi-nomadic)

ol (e APIER B iaRe a3 & W aral, ref-mriq)|




akshadweep Islands
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Location (fRafa)

(U /

Union Territory in the Arabian Sea, off the Kerala coast.
3Rd IPR A, e dc A R RAd UF &g A1RAd U2
Scattered tiny islands spread over a large sea area; land
area iIs very small (~32 sq km).

3 Bi2-B12 Ak gu A9 & 57 92w & el & st el
2 9gd B g (PTWT 32 3f el |

Lies along the Laccadive-Chagos submarine ridge.

qg AAGII-APTT A Idd el (W RaT) & Ty RAd gl



Composition (IR<HT) About :ggt'[am(not a"q;%?:)itw)'

Three traditional groups: Amindivi, Laccadive, and Minicoy.

9 YRR Tg: sfadid, et 3R M@

>Major Islands

“Isla , Capital: Kavaratti.

Minicoy Island Bangaram Island
Maldives

Minicoy Island - southernmost; culturally closer to Maldives; crescent atoll, old lighthouse.
fafAer giu - Ja gfaofl; igpfae w9 A Arcdla & 31fde Adbe; 3eRgIHR Teid, RMET UBI2RGY|
Agatti Island - airstrip and key entry point.

3P 1T - ga18 Sl 31K g7 ya el fag)

Bangaram Island - tourism focus, pristine lagoon.

TR gIY - R &1 T " $g, WS P[]

Kavaratti - Administrative centre, calm lagoon.

Bav! - YIS g, 2Aid P




Gives India a western maritime footprint in the Arabian Sea.
+ Jg WRd &I 3R PR A f ot It 3ufRAfa yeM i &l

* Fisheries (tuna), eco-tourism potential, lagoon navigation.

+ H T (fAA9aR A1), Sh1-Uied H AUTa-T, P J iagl

 Survelillance value along important sea lanes.

+ Hgcdqot Al AP & fasR PRI & efdPior A 3icid Agayof|




Major Tribes of Lakshadweep
da1ga B g sstfadn

Unlike Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep does not have multiple isolated primitive
tribes.

+ 313HM 3R fAPER & fAudld, dadla & B8 31eP1-Ae1 3MTfeH SHafadr 71 &l

* Here, almost the entire indigenous population is recognized as a Scheduled Tribe.

o gl oPTPT IR1 Jd FAaredt et & 3gfRAd siHsfa & w9 § A1=3d1 91 g

~

d Official ST Community
A 3BTRS 3FfRd SHfd Je™ )

» Lakshadweep Scheduled Tribes (umbrella ST status for islanders)

. A& YA STsfa (Eaarfa) & fav amr vadl gsih)




Two cultural groupings within the ST population

ST HTEIK] & HIdR &I ARBIAS THg

1. Islanders of Amindivi & Laccadive (except Minicoy)

A vd dergia (AfAer &1 Bls®) & gluardl

* Language: Malayalam

* HMT: HoldlceTH

 Ethnic-cultural link: Kerala’s Mappila Muslim
traditions

» SIAIG-HARPBIAP Hdel: B3l Hl AT FRAH TRURTH]
H 314

* Occupation: Coconut cultivation, coir work,
lagoon fishing

o FAUR: ARG B Geft, PR (AT vam) S, oP[
o 48l Yps-T
* Settlements around lagoons with mosque-
centered village life
|

2. People of Minicoy Island
(AT ga & &)

Language: Mahl (dialect of Dhivehi, spoken in Maldives)
UTYT: ATe (fAaE hI dicft, S Arcrdia 7 el el 8)

Ethnic-cultural link: Maldivian culture
STAI-ARB AP Hdel: AT Tpfa A Js/d

Distinct traditions: Lava dance, boat races, seafaring
skills

fafore WWRIV: A1 T, b1 &I, A Aide Bl

Strong tuna fishing tradition (pole-and-line)

g1 1Sl Yhg P AsTgd WRT (Te-Us-crs fafa)



Some Other Important Indian Islands

* Located in the Brahmaputra River.
. g S 1 & AT 2

* Known as the world’s largest inhabited river island.

Majuli (Assam)

el e

. 2 fAY 1 HaH 987 341G AT g1 11 ST 2|
grish * Formed by river deposition and channel migration.
T . T 9 gRT 3raaTeA (FRaoT) 3R er13h & uRad & a1 &
TIEE R @ M:’f"“ * Famous for Vaishnavite Satras (Neo-Vaishnavite culture of
P T e S Srimanta Sankardeva).
wowss i e |+ U8 30T WA (30 2R 1 9w WRpR) S e afiE &
N L) o * Facing severe erosion due to Brahmaputra floods.
o + SEIYA 6 916 & BRI IR HeTd I AT B 38T 8|
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>Majuli (Assam)

World's Largest Formed by River
Inhabited River Island Deposition & Migration
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Famous Vaishnavite Severe Erosion by
Satras Brahmaputra Floods




Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh)

shieR&ler (31iel e arn)

A barrier island between Pulicat Lake and the Bay of Bengal.
qg Jfarase sftet 31k $net Y |rdl & & AT v a1e (FARRIER) G149 &
Hosts Satish Dhawan Space Centre (ISRO launch site).

@1 Jch12l &a 3idRal g (3TN BT 99T 2/el) KA &
Formed by marine deposition (sand bars, spits).
g el Adgur (¥dfial deder, f@e) I a1 81 /

New Moore Island (Bay of Bengal)
=¥ &1 (77T 1 FTeh)

A temporary sandbar island at the mouth of the Haribhanga River (Ganga-Brahmaputra delta).
» g gRWT Al & JE (FPT-9gTYF Seel) R RAT U 3RARAT Y Ielr gia 2T
* Claimed earlier by India and Bangladesh.

¢ 3 W Ygel URd 3R Iivc11e 2l &I 1T Bd o

Now largely submerged due to sea-level rise and erosion.

379 TG ¥R A 9fg 3R B & BRUT gg ATAFHiAT STqd &l bl g /




A Barrier island between Pulicat

and the Bay of Bengal e — _ = g
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Phumdis (Manipur)

BHHG! (AOIR)

* Floating islands in Loktak Lake.

+ e 3iie A dvd gu gl

* Made of decomposed vegetation, soil, and organic matter.
. Y TEY-1eft gTfa, ) 31R A geref & 99 & &

* Support the Keibul Lamjao National Park (only floating national park).

+ q HIIA AT I 32T FT 3R ¢ (FAY BT UHHA a1 gHT I 3am9) |
» Habitat of the endangered Sangai deer. /

selecti oy/

g Ah I IS 20T BT 1IN U ¢l

Salsette Island (Maharashtra)
TTeTHE giv (HERTE)

The island on which Mumbai city and suburbs are located.
IE I g7 & 5 IR §d$ 20eR 3R 39 3UPR A g
Separated from mainland by Thane Creek and Vasai Creek.
qg A YA F ST01 i 317 a5 i gRT 3167 81

Originally a group of islands joined by reclamation.

g el ®Y A Fg gl &1 g AT, A< Y- wR1a (RaciA2[) gRT SiisT /™ /
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